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NEW ALBUMS
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BALLADS

"The Cruel Mother " (chidNo.20) “Flisz B3a"

from the singing of Dave And Toni Arthur

in their Album “Harken To The Wiches Rune’

There was a lady came from York,
A11 slone and a-lonely

She fell in love with her father's clerk.

411 down by the greenwood sidie.

She loved him well, she loved him long,
At 1ast she proved with child by him,

She
And

leaned her beck against a thorn,
there she had two pretty babes born.

She
And

drew her scarf from off her head,
bound those pretty babes hands
: and legs.

She
And

layed those babes across her lap,
swore they'd never sop milk nor pap.

She
And

drew the little dresses apart,
stebbed those pretty babes 1o the
heart.

She
The

wiped the knife‘all on the grass,
more she wiped the blood ran fast.

She washed her hands all in a spring,
Then came to return e mald egain.

48 she czme to her father's ha',
She saw two pretty babes pleying at ba'.

"0 habes, o babes if you were nine,
I dress you both in silk so fine,"
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They said, "0 mother, when we were yours,
You neither dressed us in silk nor coats."

"0 you took out your little penknife,
Aing parted us znd our sweet life."

"0 babes, o babes what can I do,
FPor the wicked crime I've done to you?’

"Spend seven years like a fowl in the wood,

And seven more like a whele in the sea."

"0 seven years you'll ring a bell,
The rest of time you'll spend in Hell."
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“The Cruel Mother”
tfrom “Herd's Anclent and Modern Scotish Sengs” 1776 %

1.And there she's leaned her back to a thorn, 3 And she®s gane back to her father's ha,

Oh znd alelladsy, oh and alelladay Shet's counted the leelest maid o them a'.
And ther she has her bgby born,
Ten thousend times good night and 4."0 look not sae sweet, my bonnie babe,
be wi thes Gin ye smyle sae, ye'll smyle me dead."

2. 3he has houked a grave gyont the sun, )
And there she has buried the sweet babes in.

*The Cruel Mother"
from the singingof A.L.Lioyd o
inhis Album "English And Scotish Folk Ballads" Topic 12T 103

1. She lezned herself against = thorm, 9, As she came to her father's hall

All zlone and so lonely, She seen two pretty basbes playing
And there she had two pretty babes born, at ball.

And it's down by the greenwood sidey.

-"0 babes, o bhabes, if you were mine,

2. And she lock off her ribbon bdelt, I'd dress you up in the secarlet fine."

And there she bound them hand and leg.

1. "0 mother, o mother, we onve were ‘thine,

3. Smile not so sweet, my bonny babes, You didn't dress us in scarlet fine.®

If you smile so sweet, you'll smile me

dead. 12 "You took = penknife long and sharp,

. And pressed it through our tender heart."
4. She had a penknife long and sharyp,

And sh essed it through their :
ac she pross & 13 "You dug a grave beyond the sun,

tender heart.
And buried us under & marble stone."

5 She digged a grave beyond the sun,

. . . i "0 babes, o babes, what have I to do,
And there she's buried the sweet babes in.

For the eruel thing that I 4id to you?"

6. She stuck her penknife on the green,

15 "Seven long years = bird in ihe wood,
And the more she rubbed, more blood

And seven long years a fish in the flood."
was Seen.,
6. "Seven long years a warning bell,
And seven long yemrs in the deeps
of hell.*

7 She threw the penknife far away,
ind the further she threw the nezrer

it came.

8. 45 she was going by the church,
3he seen two pretty babes in the porch.
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BOOKS

"The Seeds of Love”

Compliled and Edited by Stephen Sedley

published by TRO Essex Music Limited
in assoctation with the English Folk Dance & Song Soclety
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