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- SONG'S
“The Wife of The Soldier”

as sung by Martin Carthy
-in his album “ Byker Hill ™ Topic12TS 242

What did the wife of the soldier get
Prom the sncient city of Prague?
From Prague she got a2 linen shirt

It matched her skirt

Did the linen shiri

That she got from the city of Prague,

¥Yhat did the wife of the soldier get
From Brussels the Belglan town?

Prom Brussels she got the delicate lace
Oh the charm and the grace

O0f the delicate lace

That she got from the Belgisn town.

What_did the wife of the soldier get
Prom Peris the city of light?

FProm Paris she got the silken dress
All %o possess

The silken @ress

That she got from the city of iight.

What did the wife of the soldier ged
From libyz's desert sands?

From Libys the little cherm

Around her arm

She wore the charm

That she got from the desert sands.

What 4id the wife of the soldier get
From Rossia's distant stepps?

Prom Rossiz she got the widow's veil
Aind the end of the tale

Is tite widow's veill

That zhe got from the distant stepps.
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BALLADS

“Long Lankin”

Qs sung by Martin Carthy
- in his album “ But Two Came By ” Topic I2TS 343

Says my Lord to my lady

As he mounted his horse;
"Beware of Long Lankin
Thet lives in the moss."

Says my Lord to my lady
As he went on his way:
"Beware of Long Lankin
That lives in the hey."

"See ‘the doors are all bolted
See the vindows were pinned
And ledve not @ crack

For the mouse o ¢reep in."

Oh “the doors were all bolted
Al1 the windows were pinned
But at & small peep in the window

" Long Lankin erept in.

"Where's the lord of this household?! ]

Cries Long lankin.
"He's away up to London."
Says the false nurse to hinm.

"Where's the lady of this household?!
Cries Long Lankin.

"3he's asleep in her chambver,”

Ssys the false nurse to him.

"Where's the heir of this household?"
Cries Long Lankin.

"He's asleep in his cradle."

Says the faelse nurse to him,

"Ye'll pineh him znd we'll prick him
All over with az pin.

And that'll make my lady

To come down to him,"
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S0 they pinched him and they pricked him

All over with the pin.
And the felse nurse held the basin
For the blood to drip in.

"Oh nurse how you slumber?
Ch nurse how you sleep?
Tou leave my little son

To cry and 1o weep,"

“Oh nurse how you slumber?
Oh nurse how you snore?
You leave my little baby
To ery and to roar."

"Oh I've tried him with the milk,
And I've tried him with the pap.
Come down my pretty lady,

And rock him in your lap.”

"Oh I've tried him with the ratile,
I've tried him with the bell.

Come down my pretty lady,

And rock him yourself."

"How dere I come down

In the dead of the night?

When ther's no candles burning
Ror no fires alight."

"You have three silver gowns
All bright as the sun.

Come down my pretty ledy
All by the light of one."

Oh the lady ceme downsteirs =
She was thinkin' no hsrm.

Long Lenkin the stood ready
For to catch her in his arms.
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There's blood in the kitchen,
There's blood in the hall.
There's blood in parilour.
Where my lady did fall.

Her handmaid stood up

At the window so high.

And she saw her lord and master
Come riding close by. '

"0h master, oh master

Don't lay no blame on me,

'Twag the felse nurse and Lankin
That killed your lady."

"Oh master, coh masier

Don't lay no blsme on me,

'Twes the false nurse and Lankin
That killed your baby.'

Long Lanikin shall be hanged
'On the gallows so high

And the false nurse shall be burned

In the fire ¢lose by.
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